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the worlds (X. 7. 7) ; he fulfils what is deficient on the earth
(XII. 1, 61). He has twice been called the first-born of
righteousness (IV. 35, 1 ; XII. 1, 61). He is connected with
thunder in several ways : His voice is thunder (IX. 1, 10, 20);
he manifests himself to his creatures by thundering in a clear
sky (IX. 1, 24). He is again connected with time: Time is
the lord of all and was father of Prajapati (XIX. 53. 8) ; time
was Prajapati in the beginning and generated progeny (XIX,
53. 10). He is said to have cooked the rice-mess for Brahman
(IV. 35. 1); hence he was regarded as distinct and different
from Brahman. Again in connection with the release of a
house, we are told that the dwelling house was fixed and made
by Prajapati, who also made the forest trees give rise to young
plants (IX. 3, 11). In a few hymns we find that Bringer and
Gatherer are his two distributors (III. 24. 7), that Sabkd and
Samiti are his two daughters (VII. 13. 1); Ekdstaka, the mother
of Indra and Soma, is the daughter of Prajapati (III. 10, 13).
Lastly, in a passage connected with shaving (VI. 65. 2) we
find it stated that let Aditi shave the beard, let the waters
wet (it) with splendour and let Prajapati nurse it. Here we
have a further step in generalisation of the functions of the
deity.

We have voluminous references to the term Prajapati in
the Brahmanic literature. Practically all the objects then
known or conceived of were called Prajapati, perhaps from the
idea that all their attributes (or their very existence) were due
to him, as the creator or sustainer of all. Thus, the fire, sun,
wind, moon, earth, and heaven have been disignated as Prajapati;
he has distinctly been said to represent ' all the gods s; he has
again been identified with Brahman and Ka ; he has been called
the ' one * and * all'; he is the purusa (supreme being) and is
citpati (lord of the soul). Again, the year has been designated
by the same name. He has again been made to represent the
eagle (perhaps the constellation Aquila) and the rays of light
(perhaps the stars or planets). He is said to reside in the voice,
speech, mind, life, soul, and so forth. He is connected with
religious ceremonies and ceremonial articles. Again, many
sages, as Vasistha, Jamadagni, have been regarded as Prajapati.
We further find a large* number of epithets assigned to him:
He has been called visvajit (conquerer of all), hira^yagarbha
(gold-wombed), visvakarma (creator of all), anirukta (unspeak-
able), amrta (immortal), etc. Lastly, we find that Kohim
(the star Aldebaran) is the daughter of Prajapati. The Visva-
devas are his sons.

We have mention of Prajapati in the old astronomical
works of the Hindus. He is the lord of Echini (Aldebaran)
(Arcajyotisa si. 25 ; Yajusajyotisa 32). There is a star of the
same name (j8 Aurigae) mentioned in Soma-siddhanta (4, 6, 11),
Brahma-siddhanta (2, 176), V^dhavasistha-siddhanta (8, 11),